
Weekly Newsletter Issue 2 
16th September 2022 

The Holme C of E Primary School 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The sun is shining again! 
Welcome to the second newsletter of the year!  I’m hoping it won’t be such a lengthy one, although please do look back at the messages from last 

week.  

First of all, please can I remind you that school is closed on Monday 19th as it is a Bank holiday following on from the sad news of our Queen’s 

passing and the announcement of her funeral arrangements.  In school we have focussed on celebrating her life, her achievements and thinking 

about King Charles III as he begins his reign. 

Thank you for those of you who have emailed about PE kits and changing for PE lessons in school.  You have made some very valid points on 

both sides which I have fed these back to the staff.  Please email me by Friday 30th September if you would like to let me know your thoughts 

and haven’t already done so.  If we do continue with the current arrangement for coming in PE kits, we will expect everyone to be in correct PE 

uniform and will have spares in school for those who aren’t for any reason. 

You will have heard that the Headley Fete, tomorrow 17th September, has been cancelled.  Thank you to those who volunteered to support us 

and who nominated their children to ‘open’ the fete.  Fingers crossed it will be able to go ahead next year. 

Thank you again for your support and understanding around communication and our website upgrade.  Also thank you for you patience while 

we are in the process of appointing Nikki’s successor.  Please can I remind you to use the adminoffice@holme.goodshepherdtrust.org.uk as your 

main point of contact with the school office and that the letters@email will no longer be monitored regularly.  Also please can you check your 

SPAM box for emails from school.  One or two seem to be ending up in people’s junk mail! 

It was lovely to see so many of you at the meet and greet sessions this week. I have asked the teachers to share the information with you via 

Class Dojo.  Please do contact your class teacher if you have any further questions. 

I have been asked to share information with you on applying for school places for the academic year 2023/24.  We have our open morning for 

parents looking for infant places in September 2023 on November 3rd and I know many of our local secondary schools are holding their open 

evenings over the next few weeks.  Please visit https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year7 for 

information on how to apply for secondary school places and www.hants.gov.uk/admissions for more information on applying for infant places.   

Applications for starting School (Year R) in September 2023 open on 1 November 2022 and the deadline for applications is 15 January 2023.  

You will then be notified by email on 17 April 2023. 

For transfer to Secondary School (Year 7) applications opened on 12 September 2022 and the deadline is 31 October 2022.  You will then be 

notified on 1 March 2023. 

Learning wise this week I have seen some super writing in all year groups this week.  I was particularly impressed by year 5 .  The vocabulary 

and sentence structure the children have been using has been wonderful to see and also how quickly our year 1 children are progressing.  It was 

also lovely to see the learning conversations happening in the Year 6 Maths lessons this week, again I was impressed by the questioning and 

reasoning the children were using when problem solving.  Elsewhere year 3 and 4 have got stuck in to their Stone Age and Roman topics and 

Year 2 and 5 have enjoyed their first visit to Forest school this academic year.    

Our Cloak Room award went to year 5 this week, well done Hawks and our attendance HEROs this week were Nightingales this week with 

98.85%.  Well done Year 2!  

Whilst thinking about attendance, I'd like to draw your attention to our updated Attendance Policy.  As you know we strive for 100% attendance 

for all children.  Vanessa McMillan, our new Home School Link Worker, is keen to work with any families that feel there are barriers to 

attending school for their children as we know that being in school is absolutely the best place for them to be able to achieve their full 

potential.  We know that when children are not well enough to be in school then resting at home is the best place for them; however any other 

absences must be requested, with 2 weeks notice, via a form that is available from the office or on our website. Where permission is not granted 

we have to follow Hampshire County Council's guidelines to issue fixed penalty notices to families. This is not something that we want to do, or 

take lightly, but it is essential that we follow guidelines that have been set for the learning, education and wellbeing of all children. The 

attendance policy and absence request form is on our website and also available from the school office.  If you have any concerns, please contact 

the office to make an appointment with Vanessa or myself in confidence or your can contact Vanessa directly via email 

hslw@holme.goodshepherdtrust.org.uk 

My only other message is around parking... again!  Please be considerate  when parking your vehicle.  Had a near miss the other day as well as 

several emails from our neighbours.  

I think that is about all for the time being!  Have a lovely weekend, tank you again for all your support and see you all on Tuesday. 

Sarah Stevenson,  

Headteacher 

  

 

KEY DATES 

 Monday 19th  September Bank Holiday 

 Monday 26th September re-scheduled Year 2 
trip to Winchester Science Centre  

 Friday 7th October Year 3 Butser Ancient Farm 
trip and Year 4 Fishbourne Trip. 

 13th October School photographer in school 

 Tuesday 18th October  3.30 to 6pm parent 
meetings 

 Wednesday 19th October 4.30 to 7pm parent 
meetings 

 20th October Handball Tournament at 
Oakmoor 

 24th to 28th October—half term break. 

 3rd November—Open morning for 2023-24 
intake 

 23rd November—Year 6 Trip to London 

 Thursday 6th December – Hockey  tournament  

 12th December  1.30pm EYFS/KS1 Nativity 
performance 

 13th December 6pm EYFS/KS1 Nativity 
Performance 

 14th December Carol Services 

 15th December Christmas Jumper day, 
Christmas dinner in school and Christmas 
party. 

 16th December Break up for Christmas at 
1.30pm 

 3rd January INSET Day 

 4th January return to school 

 Further INSET days—Monday 17th April and 
Friday 30th June 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year7
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Forest school information! 

  

Mr Milam will be leading this with the class teacher and the lessons will relate to the class topic.  We are lucky 

enough to have him with us for the whole day now on a Friday, so we are able to offer sessions for two year 

groups.  Please see below for the dates for each year 

 Forest School Timetable 

   Morning Afternoon 

16 Sept – 30 Sept  Year 5 Year 2 

7 Oct – 21 Oct  Year 4 Year 1 

4 Nov – 18 Nov  Year 3 Year 6 

25 Nov – 9 Dec  Year R Year 5 

6 Jan – 20 Jan  Year 2 Year 4 

27 Jan – 10 Feb  Year 1 Year 3 

24 Feb – 10 Mar  Year 6 Year R 

17 Mar – 31 Mar  Year 5 Year 2 

21 Apr – 5 May  Year 4 Year 1 

12 May – 26 May  Year 3 Year 6 

9 June    Year R  Year 5 

13 June   Year R Year 4 

23 June   Year R Year 3 

30 June   Year 2  

7 July   Year 1  

14 July   Year R  
 
Ideally the children should wear the following as a minimum: 

 · Vest 

· Short or long sleeved tee shirt 

· Jumper or fleece (1 or 2 thinner ones work well) 

· A hat which will fit under a hood 

· Gloves or mittens which may be worn when required 

· 2 pairs of socks 

· Jogging bottoms 

  

As we are in the Autumn/Winter months and the forest can be very cold and wet, please ensure that your child has 

several layers of clothing on with a change of socks. The children should come to school in their forest school 

clothes and can stay in them for the whole day. Please make sure though that they do have a change of socks 

and dry shoes or boots. If you have your own waterproofs from home then please do wear them however the 

school have a supply for you to wear! 

 

PE INFORMATION 

 Monday—Nightingales and 
Owls 

 Tuesday—Woodpeckers, 
Falcons and Robins 

 Wednesday Falcons, Robins, 
Nightingales and Hawks  

 Thursday—Woodpeckers. 

 Friday—Hawks and Owls 

FROTH DATES 

  23rd September - Camp Out 

 14th October - Quiz Night 

 4th November - Bags2School 

 4th November - Firework 
Theme Disco 

 27th November Christmas Fair  

 10th February -  Valentine 
Theme Disco 

 24th February - Bags2School 

 9th June - Bags2School 

 16th June - Summer Beach 
Disco 



Year 5 
Forest 
School  

Year 2 Visiting our 
prayer space, 

Guided Reading 
and Games 

Year 5 Writing 

Year 3 group work 
in science  








